Carbamazepine-induced hypersensitivity syndrome occurring in a photodistributed pattern.
A 76- year- old man was commenced on carbamazepine for partial seizures. This was followed by the development of a rash in an apparently photodistributed pattern, fever, lymphadenopathy, eosinophilia, abnormal liver function tests and atypical lymphocytosis fulfilling the criteria for drug-induced hypersensitivity syndrome. Discontinuation of carbamazepine and application of topical steroid resulted in clearance of the rash, normalization of liver function tests and improvement in eosinophilia. The photodistributed pattern in this case of carbamazepine-induced hypersensitivity syndrome is of interest.